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/¥ OCEANA

175 South Franklin Street, Suite 418, Juneau, Alaska 99801 907-586-4050
Fax: 907-586-4944

FAX COVER SHEET
Date: August 11,2004 - No. of pages including cover: 10
To. Mr. Rolland A Schmitten From: Jim Ayers
Director Director, Pacific Office
Office of Habitat Conservation
NOAA National Marine Fisheries

Service
F/HC, 1315 East/West Hwy
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax: 3014272572 Fax:  907-586-4944
Phene: Phone: 907-586-4050

Subject: DSC Petition Comments

Please accept the following fax of comments on the DSC Petition. Thank you for the
opportunity to submit public comments. Please feel free to contact me if you have any
questions.
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Take Action!
Protect Vulnerable Deep Sea Corals and Sponges!

QOceana's fight to defend deep-sea corals from the destructive fishing practice known as
"bottom trawling" has reached a critical moment -- we have petitioned the National

Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to put regulations in place protecting corals and

sponges from bottom trawling, and they have opened the issue up for public comment.

This is your chance to tell NMFS that protecting fragile, ancient coral and sponge habitats is
impaortant to you!

Take action -- tell the Director of NMFS' Office of Habitat Conservation to support
Oceana's petition and protect corals and sponges from bottom trawling!

Dear Rolland Schmitten:

I am writing to urge you to adopt the rule that is requested for protecting deep sea corals as set out
in 69 Fed. Reg. 32991 (June 14, 2004). Coral and sponge habitats are too vulnerable and valuable
-- for ocean health and potentially for human pharmaceuticals -- to allow bottom trawling fishing
vessels to destroy them.

The proposed rule would provide the most reasonable protection from damage to living sponges
and corals while having the least harmfial impact on the economic wellbeing of existing fisheries
and fishig commurities.

Thank you for considering my comments,
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Take Action!
Protect Vulnerable Deep Sea Corals and Sponges!

Dceana's fight to defend deep-zea corals from the destructive fishing practice known as
"hottom trawling” has reached a critical moment -- we have patitioned the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to put regulations in place protecting corals and
sponges from bottom trawling, and they have opened the issue up for public comment.

This is your chance to tell NMFS that protecting fragile, ancient coral and sponge habitats is
important to you!

Take action -- tell the Director of NMFS' Office of Habitat Conservation to support
Qceana's petition and protect corals and sponges from bottom trawling!

Dear Rolland Schmitten:

I am writing to urge you to adopt the rulc that is requested for protecting deep sea corals as set out
in 69 Fed. Reg. 32991 (June 14, 2004). Coral and sponge habitats are too vulnerable and valuable
— for ocean health and potentially for human pharmaceuticals - to allow bottom trawling fishing
vessels to destroy them.

The proposed rule would provide the most reasonable protection from damage to living sponges
and corals while having the least harmfu] impact on the economic wellbeing of existing fishenes
and fishing commumnities.

Thank you for considening my comments.
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Take Action!
Protect Vulnerable Deep Sea Corals and Sponges!

Oceana's fight to defend deep-sea corals from the destructive fishing practice known as
"bottom trawling” has reached a critical moment -- we have petitioned the National
Marine Fisheries Service {(NMFS) to put regulations in place protecting corals and
sponges from bottom trawling, and they have opened the issue up for public comrmeant.

This is your chance to tell NMFS that protecting fragile, ancient coral and sponge habitats is
important to you!

Take action -- tell the Director of NMFS' Office of Habitat Conservation to support
Oceana’s petition and protect corals and sponges from bottom trawling!

Dear Rolland Schmitten:

T am writing to urge you to adopt the rule that is requested for protecting deep sea corals as set out
in 69 Fed. Reg. 32991 (June 14, 2004). Coral and sponge habitats are too vulnerable and valuable
-- for ocean health and potentially for human pharmaceuticals -- to allow bottom trawling fishing
vessels to destroy them.

The proposed rule would provide the most reasonable protection from damage to living sponges
and corals while having the least harmful impact on the economic wellbeing of existing fisheries
and fishing comtnunities.

Thank you for considering my comments.
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Take Action!
Protect Vulnerable Deep Sea Corals and Sponges!

QOceana's fight to defend deep-sea corals from the destructive fishing practice known as
"bottom trawling” has reached a critical moment -- we have petitioned the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to put regulations in place protecting corals and
sponges from bottom trawling, and they have opened the issue up for public comment,

This is your chance to tell NMFS that protecting fragile, anclent coral and sponge habitats is
important to you!

Take action -- tell the Director of NMFS' Office of Habitat Conservation to support
Oceana's petition and protect corals and sponges from bottom trawling!

Dear Rolland Schmitten:

I am writing to urge you to adopt the rule that is requested for protecting deep sea corals as set out
in 69 Fed. Reg. 32991 (June 14, 2004). Coral and sponge habilats are too vulnerable and valuable
- for ocean health and potentially for human pharmaceuticals — to allow bottom trawling fishing
vessels to destroy them.

The proposed rule would provide the most reasonable protection from damage to living sponges
and corals while having the least harmfial impact on the economic wellbeing of existing fisheries
and fishing communities.

Thank you for considenng my comments.
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Take Action!
Protect Vulnerable Deep Sea Corals and Sponges!

Oceana's fight to defend deep-sea corals from the destructive fishing practice known as
"bottom trawling” has reached a critical moment -- we have petitioned the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to put regulations in place protecting corals and
sponges from bottom trawling, and they have opened the issue up for public comment.

This is your chance to tell NMFS that protecting fragile, ancient coral and sponge habitats is
important to you!

Take action -- tell the Director of NMFS' Office of Habitat Conservation to support
Oceana's petition and protect corals and sponges from bottom trawling!

Dear Rolland Schmitten:

T am writing to urge you to adopt the rule that is requested for protecting deep sea corals as set out
in 69 Fed. Reg. 32991 (June 14, 2004), Coral and sponge habitats are too vulnerable and valuable

-- for ocean health and potentially for human pharmaceuticals -- to allow bottom trawling ﬁshmg
vessels to destroy them.

The proposed rule would provide the most reasonable protection from damage to living sponges
and corals while having the least harmful impact on the economic wellbcmg of existing fisheries

and fishing communities.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Date Signature Print Name Address Email
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Take Action!
Protect Vulnerable Deep Sea Corals and Sponges!

Oceana's fight to defend deep-sea corals from the destructive fishing practice known as
"bottom trawling” has reached a critical moment -- we have petitioned the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to put regulations in place protecting corals and
sponges from bottom trawling, and they have opened the issue up for public comment.

This is your chance to tell NMFS that protecting fragile, ancient coral and sponge habitats is
important to you!

Take action -- tell the Director of NMFS' Office of Habitat Conservation to support
Oceana's petition and protect corals and sponges from bottom trawling!

© Dear Rolland Schmitten:

T am writing to urge you to adopt the rule that is requested for protecting deep sea corals as set out
in 69 Fed. Reg. 32991 (Junc 14, 2004). Coral and sponge habitats are too vulnerable and valuable
-- for ocean health and potentially for human pharmaceuticals -- to allow bottom trawling fishing
vessels to destroy them.

The proposed rule would provide the most reasonable protection from damage to living sponges
and corals while having the least harmful impact on the economic wellbeing of existing fisheries

and fishing communities.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Dats Signature Print Name Address Email
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Take Action!
Protect Vulnerable Deep Sea Corals and Sponges!

Oceana's fight to defend deep-sea corals from the destructive fishing practice known as
"bottom trawling" has reached a critical moment == we have petitioned the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to put regulations in place protecting corals and
sponges from bottom trawling, and they have opened the issue up fer public comment.

This is your chance to tell NMFS that protecting fragile, ancient coral and sponge habitats is
important to you!

Take action -- tell the Director of NMFS' Office of Habitat Conservation to support
Oceana's petition and protect corals and sponges from bottom trawling!

Dear Rolland Schmitten:

I am writing to urge you to adopt the rule that is requested for protecting deep sea corals as set out
in 69 Fed. Reg. 32991 (June 14, 2004). Coral and sponge habitats are too vulnerable and valuable
-- for ocean health and potentially for human pharmaceuticals -- to allow bottom trawling fish:lng
vessels to destroy them.

The proposed rule would provide the most reasonable protection from damage to living sponges
and corals while having the least harmful impact on the economic wellbeing of existing fisheries
and fishing communities.

Thank you for considering my comments,

Date Signature Print Name , Address Email
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Take Action!
Protect Vulnerable Deep Sea Corals and Sponges!

Oceana's fight to defend deep-sea corals from the destructive fishing practice known as
“battom trawling" has reached a critical moment -- we have petitioned the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to put regulations in place protecting corals and
sponges from bottom trawling, and they have opened the issue up for public comment.

This is your chance to tell NMFS that protecting fragile, ancient coral and sponge habitats is
important to you!

Take ei‘ﬁt;on -~ tell the Director of NMFS' Office of Habitat Conservation to support
Oceana's petition and protect corals and sponges from bottom trawling!

Dear Rolland Schmitten:

I am writing to urge you to adopt the rule that is requested for protecting decp sea corals as set out
in 69 Fed. Reg. 32991 (June 14, 2004). Coral and sponge habitats are too vulnerable and valuable
— for ocean health and potentially for human pharmaceuticals -- to allow bottom trawhng fishing
vessels to destroy them.

The proposed rule would provide the most reasonable protection from damage to living spon ges
and corals while having the least harmful impact on the economic wellbeing of existing fisheties
and fishing communities.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Date Signature Print Name Address Email
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Take Action!
Protect Vulnerable Deep Sea Corals and Sponges!

QOceana's fight to defend deep-sea corals from the destructive fishing practice known as
"bottom trawling" has reached a critical moment -- we have petitionad the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS$) to put regulations in place protecting corals and
sponges from bottom trawling, and they have opened the issue up for public comment,

This is your chance to tell NMFS that protecting fragile, ancient coral and sponge habitats is
important to you!

Take action -- tell the Director of NMFS' Office of Habitat Conservation to support
Oceana's petition and protect corals and sponges from bottom trawling!

Dear Rolland Schmitten:

I am writing to urge you to adopt the rule that is requested for protecting deep sea corals as set out
in 69 Fed. Reg. 32991 (June 14, 2004). Coral and sponge habitats are too vulnerable and valuable
-~ for ocean health and potentially for human pharmaceuticals - to allow bottom trawling fishing
vessels to destroy them., -

The proposed fule would provide the miost reasonable protection from damiage to iving sponges
and corals while having the least harmful impact on the economic wellbeing of existing fisheries
and fishing communities.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Date Signature Print Name | Address Emall
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